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Saucer Reports
Being Treated
Seriously

MELBOURNE : “Flying
saucer” reporis continue to
pour inte the Civil Aviation
Department Headquarters
in Melbourne.

Department officers are
checking them closely, and
will probably turn them
over to the R.AAF, for
fuller investigation.

Of 59 letters received by
the department so far only
two have expressed scep-
ticism.

Others have reported “ob-
jeets” of varying shapes and
sizes seen over a period of
n=arly 30 years.

Several people have report-
ed multiple sightings, enclos-
ing diagrams showing how
the objects flew in formation.

A Department officer said
yesterday that the reports
were being treated very seri-
ously. '

“Some highly qualified en-
gineers in our department are
convinced that there is some-
thing in the saucer mystery,”
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thing in the saucer mystery,”
he said. “We just cannot
ignore reports submitted by
reliable witnesses like Mr.
myle.l'l

Mr. John Boyle, British
Astronomical Association Vic-
torian vice-presxdent report-
ed having seen an “unidenti- |
fiable object” over St. Kilda
on January 3. |

The reports have come from
all parts of Victoria and
other States.

At Melbourne University
vesterday Dr. V. D. Hopper,
leader of the cosmic ray re-
search team, demonstrated
how some people could con-
fuse a balloon with a “flying
saucer.”

He released a hydrogen-
filled balloon trailing an
aluminium container carrying
photographic plates used for
observing the effects of cos-
mic rays. Within an hour
people were ringing news-
paper offices to report a

object in the sky.

But Mr. Boyle strongly de-
nies . any suggestion that the
object he saw on January 3
could have been a balloon. He
said that none of the theories '
put forward so far could ex-:
plain away the object. i
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